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Editorial 
This special issue of Theoretical Computer Science contains articles which were 
presented at the 8th Annual Symposium on Theoretical Aspects of Computer Science 
(STACS ‘91). STACS is held every year, alternately in Germany and France. STACS 
‘91 was held in Hamburg from February 14-16, 1991. It was preceded by symposia in 
Paris (1984) Saarbriicken (1985) Orsay (1986) Passau (1987), Bordeaux (1988), 
Paderborn (1989) and Rouen (1990). STACS is organized jointly in cooperation with 
EATCS by the Gesellschaft fur Informatik (GI) and the Association Francaise pour la 
Cybernetique, Economique et Technique (AFCET). 
This time 159 papers were submitted from 32 countries. From these the program 
committee selected 41 papers. Invited talks were given by J.-P. Jouannaud, J.S. Vitter 
and M. Wirsing. 
The program committee of STACS’91 consisted of A. Arnold (Bordeaux), W. 
Brauer (Munchen), Ch. Choffrut (Rouen, Chairman), M. Cosnard (Lyon), A. Finkel 
(Paris), J. Gabarro (Barcelona), J. H&tad (Stockholm), M. Jantzen (Hamburg, Chair- 
man), Ch. Rackoff (Toronto), H. Reichel (Dresden), R. Reischuk (Darmstadt) and 
W. Rytter (Warschau). 
The extended abstracts of the papers were published as volume 480 of the Springer 
Lecture Notes in Computer Science. The editors of this special issue selected 7 papers 
out of 41 and the special issue contains the full version of these papers. 
We would like to acknowledge the efforts of all authors and referees and would also 
like to thank M. Nivat, Editor-in-Chief of TCS, for supporting the STACS symposia 
by publishing special issues devoted to them. 
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